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REASONS bumbly offer d to the Honourable Hoilſe of Conz- 
mons, againſt the Paſſing the Bill for the reverſmng the At- 
tainder of Jacob Leiſler, Jacob Milburn, Abraham Go- 


vernour, and others. 


HE Preamble to the Bill affirms theſe Particulars; | 
, 1. That Jacob Ly was conſtituted Commander in chief by the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Province of New York. be 
2. That he was afterwards confirmed in the Government by his Maje- 


ſty's Letter. | 
' 3. That Major Ingoldsby arriving there without any Legal Authority, demanded 
Poſſeſſion of the Fort. : 5 | 
4. That immediately upon Col. S/aughter*s Arrival as Governour in Chief, Lejſler 
delivered the Fort to his Order. 


5. That Leifler, Milburn, and Governour, were arraigned for not delivering the 
Fort to the ſaid Ingoldsby and executed for the ſame, 


| ThePrayer of the ſaid Bill is for reſtoring their Blood and Eſtates. 


All the faid Particulars are miſtaken in matter of FaQ, as appears by the following 
Account, agreeing with the Records of that Province. 

1//. At the time of the happy Revolution in England, . Col. Nicholſon the Lieutenant *- © +6; 7 
Governour of New York, the Council of that Province, and the Gentlemen aſſembled, ,/ /*---{-—4 
and humbly addreſſed their Majefties, ſubmitting that Province and Government to © 
their Diſpoſal, and continued in Peace till the aboveſaid Leifler with a Rabble poſſeſſed 
himſelf of the Caſtle, impriſon'd ſeveral Gentlemen of the Council, forced the Lieute- 
nant Governour to leave the Place, others of the Council, and the Principal Officers of 
the Government to abſcond and hide themſelves in other Provinces; and then having a 
clear Stage, by his own Writ calPd together ſeveral inferiour Perſons to his Afiſtance, 
which this Bill entitles « General Aſſembly ; which was to the great DiſſatisfaQtion of 
the whole Province, as appears by an ACt of the firſt General Aſſembly lawfully con- 
ven'd by their Majeſties Writ, Holden at New York in May, 1691. 

2aly. There was a Letter from their Majeſties, giving notice of their Acceſſion to 
the Crown, direfted to Francis Nicholſon Eſq; Lieutenant Governour, and in his Ab- 
ſence to the Commander in Chief, &c. which by the Meſſenger that brought it from 
Whitehall was delivered to Frederick Philips Eſq; the firſt of their Majeſties Council 
there, who by Commiſſion was to preſide in the Abſence of the Lieutenant Governour : 
which Letter was taken from the ſaid Philips by the ſaid Leiter with a Force of armed 
Men, and great Menaces ; and this is the Letter, and no other, which the Bill ſays after- 
wards c0 *d him in the Government. | 

3dly. Major Ingoldsby, with two Foot Companies of their Majeſties Granadeers, 
parted from Ezgland with Col. Slaughter their Majeſties Governour of New York, in 
the Year 1690. but arrived there ſome Weeks before him, and was kindly received by 
the Gentlemen of the Council, ſhew'd - his own and other Officers Commiſſions to 
Leiſler, and demanded to have the Souldiers and Stores lodged in the Caſtle, being ſent 
for a Gariſon there, which Lesſſer refuſed ; ſo that he was forced to quarter-the Soul- 
diers elſewhere ; and the Stores lay on board, in hazard to be loft, for ſeveral Weeks, 
contrary to what is alledged in the Bill. : 

athly. Upon Col. Slawghter's Arrival and fitting in Council in the State-houſe of New 
Tork, L ſent Major I»goldsby with the two Companies above-mention'd in Arms, to 
demand Entrance for the Governour and themſelves into the Caitle, which Leifler from 
the Walls refuſed, and kept the Gates barred. After three ſeveral Summons and Refu- 
ſals, Proclamation was made, that whoſoever would leave the Fort before Mornin 
{ſhould be indemnified ; which thoſe within touk hold of, ſo as that of 300 Men wir 
Leifeer in the Fort, there remain'd but 20 in the Morning, who ſeized upon the ſaid 
.Leifler, bound him, and delivered him Priſoner to the Governour and Council, And 
this is the Truth of the Surrender and Delivery of the Fort mentioned in the Bill. 
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«thly. Leiſter and Milbura were arraign'd in one Indictment of High Treaſon, for 
holding their Majeſties Caſtle againſt their Majelzies Governour by Commiſſion. And 
another Inditment of Murder, there having been (on the Day of the Governour's 
Arrival into that Province) diſcharged from the Walls of the Caſtle many great and 
{mall Shot through the Streets and Houſes of the Town, whereby ſeveral of their Ma- 
jeſties Subjets were killed and wounded : 'To both which Inditments they ſtood mute, 
and received Judgment of Death. Abraham Goverzour, who is now attending the 
Honourable Houſe upon this Bill, was indiQted of Murder, and the Evidence was, 
that with a Fuzee from the Wall he killed an old Man paſſing in the Street, and ask*'d 
his Companions at the ſame time whether he was not a good Marks-man, &c. Upon 
which he was convicted, and had Judgment of Death. And all this is called in the 
Bill, not delivering the Fort to Major Ingoldsby. 

'The above-ſaid ſeveral Judgments were ratified by a General Aſſembly which ſuc- 
ceeded, and both Houſes of the ſaid Aſſembly voted and demanded of the Governour 
the Executions of Leifler and Mzlbury, 

The Prayer of the Bill upon theſe Premiſſes is, To reſtore the ſaid Perſons and their 
Heirs to their Blood and Eſtates. | 

The 1f* of the three Perſons, Jacob Leiſter, came into that Province a poor German 
Muſquetcer, was never naturalized, left not Eſtate ſufficient to pay. his Debts. 

* The 24, Jacob Milbarn, was the Son of a poor Tailor in this om, left no other 
Iſſue but one Son, born five Months after his Marriage, and no viſible Eſtate. 
The 3d Perſon, Abraham Governour, is a Frenchman, never naturaliz'd, nor has 


any viſible Eſtate ; ſo that there is neither Biood nor Eſtate of any of the three Perſons 
mentioned in the Bill to be reſtored. 


Now it is humbly moved, that ſince all the Efates of that Government, ſo im- 
portant to this Kingdom, as well as the Courts there, conſiſting of Loyal Gen- 
tlemen to the preſent Government of England, have pros Franc in this 
Caſe, this Honourable Houſe will not proceed ex parte, but give time for that 
Government to ſhew their Records, to juſtify their Proceedings, and that Gen- 
tlemenin Commiſſion from their Majeſties may not at ſuch a. Diſtance, and 

_ unheard, be oped. or leſt to be haraſſed by ſuch mean Perſons as will avail 
an AQ. i "" —_ 


themſelves of 
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